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Longroyde Primary School

Accessibility Policy
Introduction

Longroyde Primary School works in partnership to create a safe but challenging environment for all pupils. Whatever the needs of the school community every effort is made to ensure equality of access.  Pupils learn to value diversity and everyone is equally involved.

Physical environment

We are committed to improving the physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the extent to which disabled children and those with special educational needs, are able to benefit from both education and associated services.

Definition of Disability

Disability is defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA):
“A person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day to day activities.”
The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) as amended by the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 and Disability Discrimination Act 2005 have now been incorporated within the Equality Act 2010.  The purpose of the act is to advance equality of opportunity for all; to update and strengthen previous legislation; and to deliver a simple and accessible framework of discrimation law that protects individuals from unfair treatment and promotes a more equal society.

Key Objective

To reduce and eliminate barriers to access the curriculum and to full participation in the school community for pupils and prospective pupils.

Principles

1.
Compliance with the Equality Act is consistent with the school’s aims and equal opportunities policy and the operation of the school’s SEN policy.

2.
The school recognises its duty under the Equality Act:

· not to discriminate against disabled pupils in their admissions and exclusions, and provision of education and associated services

· not to treat disabled pupils less favourably

· to take reasonable steps to avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial disadvantage

· to publish an Accessibility Plan
3.
In performing their duties, governors and staff will have regard to the relevant Disability Regulations.
4.
The school recognises and values parents’ knowledge of their child’s disability and its effect on his/her ability to carry out normal activities, and respects the parents’ and child’s right to confidentiality.

5.
The school provides all pupils with a broad and balanced curriculum, differentiated and adjusted to meet the needs of individual pupils and their preferred learning styles; and 

endorses the key principles in the National Curriculum framework, which underpin the development of a more inclusive curriculum:
· setting suitable learning challenges

· responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs

· overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individual and groups of 

pupils
Delivery of the school’s curriculum

Longroyde Primary School has a fully inclusive broad and balanced curriculum which is modified and/or adapted to suit the needs of individual children but which enables all to access the National Curriculum.
Pupils are supported by a range of adults including teachers, LSAs and 1:1 support assistants.  The deployment of staff varies according to need as does classroom organisation.  Both are reviewed on a regular basis.

Staff information and training about special educational needs in general are both important aspects of the school’s day to day work as they have a significant impact upon the quality of the provision and the delivery of the overall curriculum.

Delivery of information

Information about school events is accessible to all, adapted in a relevant format where required and discussed to ensure that all pupils understand what is happening.

Policies

The school’s policies are written so as to ensure equality for all pupils.  

School improvement

The School Development Plan focuses upon a range of tasks and activities aimed at removing barriers to learning and participation whilst maintaining a high quality of provision for all pupils. The plan is reviewed on a termly basis and progress monitored.

Physical environment

The school will take account of the needs of pupils and other users with physical difficulties and sensory impairments when planning and undertaking future improvements and refurbishments of the site and premises, such as improved access, lighting and more accessible facilities and fittings.

Monitoring

The school recognises that monitoring is essential to ensure that all pupils are not being disadvantaged.

Regular reports are prepared for the Governors who also monitor the effect of the school’s policies and procedures upon the school population.

The future

Longroyde Primary School will continue to improve the physical, learning and social environments for pupils as well as for visitors to the site.  It will regularly monitor its provision and ensure that it continues to offer a broad range of educational opportunities for all.
This policy has been produced by R Fox in June 2017 and supersedes any previous policy.
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